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Abstract
We present a computer program designed to visualize and interact with three-dimensional models of the main anatomical
structures of the female pelvis. They are reconstructed from serial sections of corpse, from the Visible Human project of the
Medical Library of the United States and from serial sections of high-resolution magnetic resonance. It is possible to represent
these three-dimensional structures in any spatial orientation, together with sectional images of corpse and magnetic resonance
imaging, in the three planes of space (axial, coronal and sagittal) that facilitates the anatomical understanding and the identifi-
cation of the set of visceral structures of this body region. Actually, there are few studies that analysze in detail the radiological
anatomy of the female pelvis using three-dimensional models together with sectional images, making use of open applications for
the representation of virtual scenes on low cost Windows® platforms. Our technological development allows the observation of
the main female pelvis viscera in three dimensions with a very intuitive graphic interface. This computer application represents an
important training tool for both medical students and specialists in gynecology and as a preliminary step in the planning of pelvic
floor surgery.
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Introduction

The female pelvis is one of the most difficult anatomical
regions to understand in a live individual or in a corpse
[1, 2]. It harbors organs of irregular morphology as well

as structures of the pelvic floor distributed in different
planes, those are hard to represent and comprehend
through two-dimensional images.

Along history the study of the human body has been carried
out through the anatomical dissection of corpses, although it is
known that there are some important post-mortem changes
that can alter the anatomy. [3].

One of the main contributions for the morphological
analysis of the human body, specially in the case of the
female pelvis, has been the magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI). This technique of imaging contributes to improve
the analysis of the various pathologies and the suitable
surgical approach in different fields of medicine. MRI is
an excellent non-invasive diagnostic technique due to the
multiplanar characteristic and the soft tissue differentia-
tion capacity that achieves. Nevertheless, the individual
examination of sectional images of a MRI sequence al-
lows a simple vision [1].

The study of the female pelvis has evolved along with the
available formats and technologies of the time [4]. This ana-
tomical study of the bony pelvis and the muscular elements of
the pelvic floor or perineum that harbor and hold the pelvic
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viscera, and constitute the perineum, are very important, for
example, for a better understanding of functions such as uri-
nary continence and urination [5].

Then, three-dimensional (3D) visualization of ana-
tomical structures combined with corpse sections and
together with volumetric MRI data establishes the most
intuitive and clear kind of morphological analysis [6, 7].

Thus, the objective of this work is the 3D modeling
of the main visceral structures of a normal female pelvis
and its representation in an OS PC permitting its visu-
alization and interaction. The use of this kind of tech-
niques in the field of gynecology has recently enabled

us to get images that improve the anatomical knowledge
of the female pelvis [2, 8]. Therefore, we develop a
computer program based on 3D visualization and study
of the anatomical structures of the female pelvis with
simultaneous sections of corpse from the Visible Human
project and MRI images in the three planes of space.

Fig. 1 Visualization of user’s interface of the computer application

Fig. 3 Simultaneous visualization of three radiological sections (axial,
coronal and sagittal)

Fig. 2 Simultaneous visualization of three anatomical sections (axial,
coronal and sagittal)
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Methodology

Corpse sectional images

We obtained the corpse sectional images of multiple axial
sections of 0,33 mm thick of high resolution obtained from a
woman corpse from the Visible Human Female CD 2.0
Version® of the National Library of Medicine in the USA,
under authorized license.

We used Autodesk Maya® for the volumetric non-
probabilistic creation of anatomic structures.

The images were adjusted in size and format with
Pixresizer Software version 2.0.4®.

The delimitation of the response area for the location of the
target structure in every task was made through Image
Mappier version 1.0®.

Fig. 6 Visualization of pelvic visceral 3D models in an anatomical
section (sagittal)

Fig. 7 Visualization of visceral model 3D

Fig. 4 Visualization of pelvic visceral 3D models in two radiological
sections (axial, and coronal)

Fig. 5 Visualization of pelvic visceral 3D model in three anatomical
sections (axial, coronal and sagittal)
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MRI sectional images

We acquire high-resolution images with a spacing of 0.5 mm
of the pelvic region, enhanced in proton density. We get or-
thogonal sections from the three planes of space using a 1.5
Tesla scanner (HarmonyExpert, Siemens®) from a 29-year-
old female volunteer with no known history of gynecological
pathology. Avolume was reconstructed from the DICOM files
and saved in ANALYZE 7.5® format. The three volumes
were aligned taking as reference the volume acquire in the
axial plane. The regions of interest (ROIs) or Blabels^ were
delimited in the isometric volumes of the anatomical struc-
tures to be reconstructed using a 3-D editor (Amira, 3.1;
TGS Template Graphics Software®).

Programming

The computer application has been developed for Windows®
platforms and programmed in Visual C++®.

For each 3D rebuilt model we elaborate an html file with a
short anatomic description in order to complementing the in-
formation that will be showed in the computer application.

User’s interface

The user’s interface consists of the following areas: (Fig. 1).

& 3D visor, for the representation of different graphic ele-
ments (planes and models).

& Control area, with the different controls for the in-
teraction with the sectional images and the models
(visibility, color model).

& Scene selector, is a drop-down menu through which the
virtual scene to represent can be selected.

& Descriptive table with a brief anatomical description of the
selected 3D model.

& Plane control area that allows modifying its position and
visibility.

Results

Our computer applications enable to visualize and interact
simultaneously with:

– Sectional corpse and MRI images of the female pelvis se-
lected at intervals of 5 mm, both in the three orthogonal
axis of the space (axial, coronal and sagittal). (Figs. 2 and 3)

– 3D anatomical models of diverse structures of the female
pelvis. (Figs. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9)

The graphic user’s interface is very intuitive. It shows the
different areas in order to interact with the anatomical viewer.

Fig. 8 Visualization of visceral model 3D
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These options enable a 3D visualization of the anatomical
structures at the user request. The corpse and MRI sections
in the three planes of the space are taken as a reference.
(Figs. 10 and 11).

Every interaction with the elements of the visual scene is
made using the computer mouse, by placing the cursor on the
visor. The resultant view of carrying out rotations, translations or

zoom may be stored in a file. It is possible to save the scene
displayed in the visor as a bitmap (.bmp) format file with the
option Bcapture image^ represented with a camera icon. (Fig. 12).

The descriptive zone includes a brief anatomical description
that complements the image shown by the application. The
planes button is the screen where the user may interact with
the visor and its configuration. They include the necessary
controls to manage the sectional images displayed in the visor.
There are three orientation planes: sagittal, axial and coronal.
Each plane has a selection control to activate or deactivate its
visibility. We can also move horizontally the cursor over the
visor, changing the position of the selected plane. (Fig. 13).

All our computer system is controlled at the user’s
will. Therefore, a real interaction between the computer
and the user exists.

Our computer development is a meticulous and thorough
elaborated teaching tool, so that the users may develop auton-
omously the whole process of medical training, especially in
the field of gynecology. This will lead to a better knowledge
and understanding of female pelvis, because the anatomical
structures of this body region will be accessible to analysis
from any spatial position and in three dimensions.

Discussion

The generation of 3D images of the human body is increasing
in the last years. Its use has been generalized in different fields

Fig. 10 User’s interface of the computer application developed

Fig. 9 Visualization of pelvic visceral 3D models in two radiological
sections (axial, and coronal)
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of medicine [4, 9–12]. The growing implementation of ad-
vanced computer applications in the visualization of 3D
models of anatomical structures enables a better understand-
ing of its structure and spatial relationships [13, 14].

Computer programs are a very useful teaching and training
tool in all fields of medicine [2, 15].

Advances in computer technology and communication
techniques have been incorporated into the field of teaching
and training in medical sciences with the objective of increase
the efficiency and productivity of both processes [12, 16–21].

The user’s interface is a set of components utilize by user to
communicate with the program that is running on the comput-
er. The user is the one who really manage the functioning of
the computer program thanks to diverse usability instructions.

A good interface is easy to understand and handle, allowing
users to carry out learning or training task in a fast and sim-
plest way [14, 22].

Imaging studies can facilitate knowledge of the anatomy
and diagnosis of pathological processes that affect anatomical
structures of the pelvis [23, 24]. These techniques have

Fig. 13 User’s interface. Description zone of the selected 3D model and
activation of serial anatomical sections of corpseFig. 12 User’s interface. Activation zone of 3D models

Fig. 11 User’s interface of the computer application developed

 37 Page 6 of 8 J Med Syst  (2018) 42:37 



changed over time, not only in terms of diagnostic accuracy,
but also as a fundamental decision element to establish a ther-
apeutic plan [25, 26].

Therefore, in the diagnosis of the pathological processes of
the pelvis, diagnostic imaging techniques have an important
role. MRI offers multiple advantages over other imaging tech-
niques such as computed tomography or transrectal ultra-
sound [27].

Consequently, MRI is an excellent tool in the evaluation
and treatment of selected patients with gynecological, urologi-
cal and coloproctologic pathologies [28]. This technique also
allows planning a surgical intervention in certain patients [8,
26, 29–31]. Some therapeutic decisions can be made by ac-
quiring direct experience in situations that would be difficult
to perform in real life, such as the possibility of simulating a
virtual surgical approach, through the use of different diagnos-
tic imaging techniques like MRI.

In conclusion, female pelvis is an area of special anatomi-
cal complexity, so a 3D visualization of this region would
make an easier learning. Therefore, our computer program is
a good method of 3D visualization of the female pelvis, facil-
itating its anatomical evaluation, taking advantage of the
graphic features that computers offer today. Our application
allows the observation of different anatomic parts in a three-
dimensional environment at the user’s request based on the
sections of corpse from the Visible Human Project and images
of MRI with a very intuitive graphic interface. All of this has
enabled us to establish virtual 3D models of the female pelvis
from anatomic and radiological images arranges in series.
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